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The European Union

Read Pages 322 through 323. After you are finished reading, answer the following questions in complete sentences:
1. What is the EU?
It is a group of European nations that have joined forces to solve common problems.
2. What are some of the problems the EU is trying to solve? 
Finding a way to recycle used batteries, getting Europeans to stop smoking, and that goods flow freely in Europe. 
3. What is a free trade zone? 
It means the EU nations don’t tax goods they import from each other. 
4. What is one of the goals of the EU?
 It hopes to help its members prosper economically, and also bring peace to a continent that has a long history of conflict.
5. Where are the EU offices?
Brussels, Belgium
6. What is the name of the common currency in the EU?
The Euro
7. When did most EU nations replace their own money?
In January 2002, but Britain, Denmark and Sweden did not.

8. Three EU countries refused to replace their currencies with the euro. Why might a nation want to keep its own currency?
A nation may not want to change its currency to the Euro because the new currency may not work and it would cause a financial disaster.  Also it might be too difficult to collect all the old money and change to the new. 
9. Use the map on page 322 to answer the following question: In what part of Europe – east or west- are most current EU members? In which part are nations that want to join? 

In the west, but the nations that want to join are in the east. 
How is the European Union an example of Cooperation?
