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The Enlightenment

Qythe middle of the 1700s, many educated
colonists were also influenced by the
 Enlightenment. This movement, which began
urope, spread the idea that knowledge,

on, and science could improve society.
colonies, the Enlightenment increased
it in science. People observed nature,
periments, and published their
much as Benjamin Franklin did.
enment also promoted freedom
and expression, a belief in equality,
ea of popular government.

> press became an important

1] America. Newspapers

, such as Boston and

ried political news and often
censorship. Censorship is
ed materials because they
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you are speaking and want o put connected
ideas into one sentence.
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s willing to do so. Disappointed, Franklin wrote
cries, & Union is absolutely necessary; but when the
qnner and form of the union, [they] are

The Albany meeting failed to unify the colonis

: (5 18ts. Mea i
the conflict between the British and the French expand:;?vihlle)
full-scale war—the French and Indian War. -

-, “Everybody
N they come to the
perfectly distracted”

A READING PROGRESS CHECK

Cause and Effect Why did hostilities be
( tween th
Rritish increase during the mid-1700s? e

The French and Indian War
: GUIDING QUESTION What was the turning point in the French and Indian War?

§ e French'enjoyed early success in the war. They captured
several British forts. Meanwhile, their Native American allies
~ carried out raids on the frontier, or edges, of the colonies. They
: killed colonists, burned farmhouses and crops, and drove many
 families back toward the coast.
~ The turning point came in 1757 when William Pitt became
e minister, the head of the British government. Pitt was a
military planner. He sent more trained British troops to
in North America. To stop colonial complaints about the
of the war, Pitt decided that Britain would pay for it. He
that, after the war, the British would raise colonists’ taxes

 would have to pay their share of the military costs.

t's goal was not just to open the Ohio River valley. He also
to conquer French Canada. In 1758 British forces won

at Fort Louisbourg in present-day Nova Scotia.

ear, a British force made up mostly of York and

ind militia captured Fort Frontenac at Lake Or

N aiir
EW

tario.

pay the large bill. Pitt had only delayed the time when the

HISTORIAN

Analyzing Primary Sources

America’s first political
cartoon, drawn by Benjamin
Franklin in 1754, promoted his
Albany Plan of Union. Each
section represents a colony. The
New England Colonies are
combined as one section. What
warning does the cartoon
convey about the approaching
war with France?

E\Y!

UNITE OR DIE

C.c »«\’»%

After amonth-long sie
General James Wolf 1B
force:

— Thinking Like a ———
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GEOGRAPHY CONNECTION

During the French and Indian War, the
British and the French fought for
control of the lands between their
North American territories.

1 LOCATION Wherearethe
| cities of Quebec and
i Montreal located?

| 2 CRITICAL THINKING
Analyzing Why do you think

| Quebec and Montreal were related
| ‘J to French dominance in the Ohio

River valley?

¥

Reading HELPDESK

| British territoy,
e y
[ French territory |
| Disputed territory |

4 &= British troop mo’ l\
< French troop mq |
}':k British victory l
jﬁ French victory %
!

e City
= Fort

Another British force finally took Fort Dugquesne. The Britig,

ed it Fort Pitt. .
rem(llntllebec, the capital of New France, sat on a cliff above the

st. Lawrence River. Because of its position, Queb.e§ was thougy
to be impossible to attack. In September 1759, Bfltlsh scouts
spotted a poorly guarded path alor)lg the ‘back of the cliff, At
night, British general James Wolfe’s soldiers overwhelmed the
French guards and scrambled up the path. The British troops
then surprised and defeated the French army on a field called
Plains of Abraham. The fall of Quebec and of Montreal the ney
year marked the defeat of France in North America.

Fighting between Britain and France and their respective
allies continued in Europe and elsewhere until the war was fin:
endc.ed with the Treaty of Paris of 1763. This treaty forced Fran
:g g::a?;?;j?nanéi mols%t f)f i.ts lands eas-t of the Miss%ssippi
e ai.n areat. r(1ita1n also received Flo‘rida fromF
RiV:?r—cal'lefi) Louicgulre French lands west of the Mississippi

T R P;S:a.na—as well as the port of New Orleans.
NGt A ¥ of Paris marked the end of France as a power

merica. In its aftermath, North America was in the

hands of
two European powers—Great Britain 2nd Spain.

READING PROGRESS CHECK

Explainin, 5
9 Why was William Pitt successful at managing the war for Biit

erﬁest of the Paragraph often gives
T ISt paragraph under the Gy
9raph and three sypnareine 4.0 .1
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New British Policies

GUIDING OUEZT'fON How did the American colonsts react o e g policies?
e
wer valley. ren i ;

R;‘ée:ww had to deal with the Brictis}?.“'}e}ieagq tt.r;dmg partners

;(their good§. Unlike the French, the Britis}rllrlesfu:aiis e

Native Americans to use their land. Worst of all r: to pay ;

pegan settling in Native American lands, BRI

Many Native Americans saw the sett]
~ yayof life. One of these was Pontiac, the
yillage near Detroit. In 1763 Pontiac and

pritish fort at Detroit and other British o

ar, Native Americans killed settlers al

~ Virginia frontiers.

~ The same year that Pontiac’s War began, Britain’s King George

eclared that colonists were not to settle west of the A alachi

~ Mountains. To enforce the new rule, the British plann};g to T(elean

10,000 troops in America. The Proclamation of 1763 helped &

* remove a source of conflict with Native Americans. It also kept

colonists on the coast—where the British could control them.

Colonists believed the proclamation limited their freedom of

vement. They feared that the large number of British troops

t interfere with their liberties. As a result, distrust began to

between Britain and its American colonies.

Britain’s financial problems also led to trouble. Deeply in debt

result of the war with France, the British government made

s to tax the colonies and tighten trade rules. These efforts

lead to conflict. Although no one knew it at the time, the

‘the French and Indian War was also the start of a new era

—the American Revolutionary Era.

G PROGRESS CHECK
hy did the Proclamation of 1763 anger colonists?

Americans ip the Ohio

€rs as a threat to their
chief of an Ottawa

his forces captured the
utposts. During Pontiac’s
ong the Pennsylvania and

N—

4, Identifying What was the role of William Pitt in the
French and Indian War?

5, Analyzing Why did Britain decide to tax the colonies and
tighten trade rules after the French and Indian War, and why
do you suppose that upset the colonists? a«

6. EXPOSITORY WRITING Writea paragraph that
summarizes the Albany Plan of Union, including ¢
problems it was meant to address and the response it
received among the colonies. zss; 3e0

BIOGRAPHY

Pontiac, c. 1720-1769

Pontiac became an Ottawa chief while
still a young man. A born leader, he
brought together three Native
American groups—the Ottawa, the
Potawatomi, and the Ojibwa—in an
alliance. As more British settlers moved
into their lands, he convinced more
groups to join. Based on Pontiac’s
plans, these groups attacked British
forts and settlements. Pontiac himself
led the successful attack on the fort at
Detroit. Pontiac agreed to peace with
the British in July 1766. Afterward, his
allies tumed against him.

» CRITICAL THINKING
Drawing Conclusions Why do you
think Pontiac’s former allies turned
against him?

FoLbagLES
Study Organizer

Include this lesson'’s
information in your
Foldable®

lesson4 155
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Taking Notes: Explaining

As youread, use a diagram like this one
to explain protected rights and
representative government.

142  Lifein the American Colonies

Lesson 2 t
Colonial Govemmen

s change the way peoplelive?

IT MATTERS BECAUSE
U deas from England and their own experiences, Americq,
sing i

lonists began developing their beliefs about the proper form
colonists

and role ofgovemmem

English principles of Government

GUIDING QUESTION Whyare protectedrights and representative government

important principles?

When English colonists came t0 North America, they brought
with them English ideas about government. These ideas hs “H
developing in England over hundreds of years. By the 1600s,
English people had won political liberties, such as trial by jury
that were largely unknown elsewhere.

At the heart of the English system were two princi ples ¢
government—protected rights and representative legislature

These two principles greatly influenced the deve lulv ient of th
United States and are important parts of the U.S. Constitutior
Protected Rights

The colonists believed that government must resp:
liberties, or rights. In fact, the protection of peopl ‘
central idea in the English system of govemmw‘
in the Magna Carta, or Great Charter, which Kin

D!
on June 15, 1215. This document gave English pe
Jo.mN unjust treatment or

" punishment. For the

ngs
s and queens were bound by the law.
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sentative Go

B oo cradition of
o English had a tra ition of representati
mhwhich people elect c!elegatES to make laws";]?;’c";::{‘::“"
overnment. The English Parliament was a represent:
- mbIIY' Tt ha:i tﬁetpowei‘ to l1)<3gislate, or make laws.
parliament had two chambers, or houses:
and the House of Commons. Only the eldest ;z})lrels]_f)(?;isﬁ (if L((i))rds
ariSmcracy__the upper, ruling class—could sit in the Hg 4 f
rds. The House of Commons included commoners—ouse (l)v
merchants or‘property owners elected by other propertvn:::;)
American legislatures grew, in part, from this English mod lers.
In the mid-1600s, Parliament and King James 11 began )
gle for power. In 1688, Parliament removed Kin %am:s 11
m power and crowned William and Mary to rule gWilliam
‘Mary promised to govern England according to.the “statutes
aws] in Parliament agreed upon, and the laws and customs of
same.” The English called this peaceful transfer of power the
rious Revolution. It brought a major change in the idea of
ernment in England. From that time forward, no ruler would
more power than the legislature.

ative

ear limits on a ruler’s powers, Parliament drew up the
Bill of Rights in 1689. The Bill of Rights stated that the
uld not suspend Parliament’s laws, impose taxes, or
'my without Parliament’s consent.
of Parliament had to be freely
ens of England had the
r trial by jury in court
of Rights also
unusual

colonies

Academic Vocabulary
suspend tosetasideort
operation of something
impose toforceon others

porarily stop

Established in 1619, the Virginia
House of Burgesses was the first
legislature in the English colonies. It
became a foundation for the principle
of self-government in colonial
America and, later, the United States.
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Some colonies later bec "“", royal colop e,
under direct English ¢ ontrol. Virginia be, Ame
the first royal colony in 1624 Ina royal ¢,
Parliament a||'|'ui!l|t"' a l&""f'f norand coup)
known as the upper house ',h“' colonisty yole, fed
an assembly, or lower house. The governoy
council usually did as the English king and Parliament (o]
them. This often led to conflicts with the assembly, Foy examp,

In New England, town meetings
were held in meeting houses like this
one in Pelham, Massachusetts. Built

in 1743, Pelham’s 01d Meeting House colonists got angry when officials enforc ed tax or trade laws
istl{enldesltfawnhallin(ontinuous Not all colonists had a voice in government, In general,
use in the nation.

only white men who owned property could vote, Most wome,
indentured servants, landless poor, and African Americang ould
not vote. Still, compared to Europe, the share of the coloniy|
population taking part in government was large. This (raining
proved valuable when the colonies became independent

Local Government in the Colonies
Over time, townspeople began discussing local issues at town
meetings. These developed into local governments, with
landowners holding the right to vote and pass laws, Because
colonists in many areas took partin local government. (hey
developed a strong belief in thejy Hght to govern themselyes
Town meetings helped set the stage for the American R

volution

READING PROGRESS CHECK

UndcrftandlngSupponingDoralls Inwhat part of the governme
colonists represented in aroyal colony? e

English Economic Policies

GUIDING QUESTION How did the clonists react

. ¢ t England's economic polic
* Asyoutead yourtext, notice how ! eginning in the 1600s, many Jiyy,

Vobulary words are used n b 6ok known o Y Buropean p, tons followe.
sentences. Lookfo pictures ang | Mercantilism holds (MU} lR'kulnmnh-lih. uhm)
<@ptions that include these words. M holds that a country bujlg ‘

G o haar o o Swealth o )
buxldmg its supplies of gold and silver, Ty ‘l\‘l‘\i . E :;\i pow er by
country must - - HEVe this goal

' Countrieg, more than it

» o1 sell to othe

tosell abroaq
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el eamstresses. They could ru;
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as teachers, nurses, or s
and own proper tys but the) could not vote.

Even children as young as four or five often had jop W
ven

3 hey
they played, they enjoyed simple games, such as hopscoyy, orl

e it e i » made from common object
ufniversiries founded»m colonial ; frog‘ Their toys were usuall)
times are still educating ]

gl F-'ir?f,ampk' | H READING PROGRESS CHECK -
il ; ' / i isks faced by colonists iy, »
Massachusetts got its start in L e o commonhedtthil o -

1636 as a school for traiflin‘g‘ 3
ministers. Next came Virginia’s % z
e | American Beliefs
founded in . Yal ; : :

S Connecticut | GUIDING QUESTION Whatvalues and beliefs wereimportant to the American olons
started as a school in 1701. The |

University of Pennsylvania in
Philadelphia began as a charity
school in 1740.

The American spirit and the family serve.d as foundatiopg
for life in the colonies. In addition, Amencans.s}}ared a
commitment to education, strong religious beliefs, and

lj openness to new ideas.
|
g

Colonial Education
Most colonists valued education. Parents often taught theijr
children to read and write at home. In New England and
Pennsylvania, in particular, people set up schools to make
sure everyone could read and study the Bible. In 1647 the
Massachusetts Puritans passed a public education Jay
requiring communities with 50 or more families to haye
a public school.
The result was a high level of literacy in New England
: o
By 1750, about 85 percent of the men and about half of

the women were able to read. Many learned from The New
England Primer.

Most schools in the Mi

Ahornbook, made of a wooden
paddle with lessons tacked onto it,
helped young students learn to read,

. %5 ddle Colonies were Private. Widows
nmarried women rap many of those schools. Quakers

ang other religious 8roups ran others, [, towns and cities
]f;a spfople often set Up night schools for their appre ’
€ earliest colleges were founded to train ministers

€hing
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Was Jonathan Edwards of





