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Roanoke and Jamestown

ive?
AL QUESTION How does geography influence the way people va¢,

IT MATTERS BECAUSE

Jamestown was the first successful English colony in North Americq,

The Mystery of Roanoke

GUIDING QUESTION What problems did the Roanoke settlers encounter?

The success of Spain’s colonies in the Americas did not go
unnoticed. The great powers of Europe were all interested in the
rich opportunities available on the other side of the Atlantic.
England was no exception. In the late 1500s, English pirates
such as Sir Francis Drake had success stealing Spanish treasure
on its way from the Americas to Europe. The era of English
colonization of the Americas began during this period and would
continue until the 1700s. By 1584, however, none of these efforts
had been successful.

That year, England’s Queen Elizabeth gave Sir Walter
Raleigh the right to claim land in North America. Raleigh

. He sent scouts across

tof olony. The scouts made
an enthusiastic report of a place called Roanoke Island. This

island lies off the coast of what is now North Carol;
time, Raleigh called this area Virginia. B o At the
Raleigh sent settlers to Roanoke Island twice s
s s . The fi
group arrived in 1585. While they were there, artist foﬁ:t
White explored the area and drew pictures of what he saw. In

a book illustrated by White, another colon; i
. ; > nist d
Native American towns: g che
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Sett;e:;et;) Im;ir%felc(ii : IZﬁ::tt:r to the Virginia Compang’ of L}Cl)‘ndon.
In Dicembfr 1606, the company sent.144 Settler§1 11116:)7Y<E}el: S}llpis
to build a new colony in North America. In' Apri 07t : ps
entered Chesapeake Bay. They sailed up a river flowm%1 into

the bay. The colonists named the river the James and their new

The Virginia C
The Virginia Compan) :

5 -hares. Or
investors bought shares, ¢ [

settlement Jamestown to honor their king.

Jamestown Survives
The colonists did not find gold or riches in Virginia. Instead they

faced severe hardships, including disease and hunger. The colony
survived its first two years in part because of 27-year-old Captain
John Smith. Smith forced the settlers to work. He also built ties
with—and got food from—the local Powhatan people and their
chief, who was also named Powhatan.

In late 1609, Smith was injured and had to return to England
The colony struggled. The Powhat s 5 .
winter of 1609—lg6glO was called “th?:n Stop‘ped PrOVIdmg s T
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Somehow Jamestown survived this terrible time More
colonists arrived to replace those who had died. 'l'hc’- colonists
also found a way to make money for the investors. Using |
seeds from the West Indies, they began growing u.ly]w :
of tobacco. Soon planters al] along the James River wcfc
raising this valuable crop.

More Settlers Come to Virginia

The colony of Virginia began to expand. Relations

with the Powhatan improved after a colonist, John Rolfe,
married the chief’s daughter, Pocahontas. The Virginia
Company sent women to Jamestown. As a result, marriage
and children became a part of life in the colony. The Virginia
Company also began giving a headright (HEHD«RYT), or
land grant, of 50 acres to settlers who paid their own way to the

colony. The headright system helped the colony succeed. The Pocaho
chance to own land lured many settlers to Virginia and gave style dl
them a reason to work hard. ”’;’::‘

an €

The Virginia Company also gave the colonists the right
to take part in their own government. In 1619, land-owning
male colonists cast ballots for burgesses (BUHRsjuhssuhz),
or representatives. The burgesses helped make laws for the
colony. The House of Burgesses was the first legislature in North
America elected by the people.
The Virginia Colony was growing in size, but it was not making
any money for the shareholders of the Virginia Company. In fact,
the company faced financial troubles. In 1624 King James took away
the company’s charter. Virginia became a royal colony, meaning it Fout
Was directly under the control of the government in England.
Include t

% READING PROGRESS CHECK e
Analyzing Why was the House of Burgesses important? P
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to pursue their own

Seeking freedom
started colonies in New England.

Americas in search of religious free

Seeking Religious Freedom
GUIDING QUESTION Why did the Puritans settle in North America?
lers had come to America in search of wealth.

The Jamestown sett
The next wave of English colonists arrived in search of religious
freedom.
England had been a Protestant country since 1534 when King i
Henry VIII broke away from the Roman Catholic Church and :
e

formed the Anglican Church. Not everyone in England was happy
with the new church. Many people dissented (dih«SEHNTeuhd),
disagreeing with Anglican beliefs or practices. Some English people
remained Catholic. Others were Protestants who wanted to reform
the Anglican Church. The Protestants who wished to reform the
Anglican Church were called Puritans. Some Puritans sought to set
up t{}ﬁir own churches and were known as Separatists ;
e Separatists were % PUHResihekve

mistreated because of their belie s—ir(x Engllinscllhslglrr(;g tf.lulc;d) —h
Netherlagds. There they found freedom to pra&ice thei : 1to 5 i
but had difficulty finding work. They also worried th g
children were losing their religious values and & o
life. To preserve their religi i £ SAlish ey of é

p eir religious faith and English cul ;
Separatists decided to move to America. e somc :

L ey
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set up an organized, nrdm.‘l,y govel nm.
to obey the laws passed “for the general g
The Mayflower Compact was a key slcp. int o
reprcsm;tnti\m\ democratic government in America.
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he development of

Native American Help w45

During their first winter in America, almost half the Pllgrlms died.
Illness, hunger, and cold took a terrible toll. In the spring, however,
two Native Americans—Squanto and Samoset—Dbefriended the
colonists. They taught the Pilgrims to grow corn, beans, and
pumpkins and showed the colonists where to hunt and fish.
Without their help, the Pilgrims might not have survived.

Squanto and Samoset also helped the Pilgrims make peace with
the Wampanoag people who lived in the area. For a time, the two
groups lived together in harmony. In the fall of 1621, the Pilgrims
included their new Wampanoag friends in a feast of thanksgiving.

READING PROGRESS CHECK

8
4
3

Analyzing What was the significance of the Mayflower S opact?

New Colonies

GUIDING =
In 1629 aquuﬂo: Wh‘-n roledidreligion play i he ounding of the various colonies?
They re.'ceigwfcgcll1 p of Puritans formed the Massachusetts Bay
The company é‘hif’sy?}o?f S esablisha colony north of plmouh
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id the Renaissance take place?

GUIDING QUESTION Where di %
Roman Empire fell in A.D. 476, the people Lgte
f the world.
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For centuries after the

of Western Europe were cut off from the-rest o e Merc!
:\'estz;: rEnuro;":‘i'as made up of small kingdoms and city-states seleﬁ;
dominated by the Catholic Church. Then,im tbe early olk 600s, A
2 new religion, Islam, began t0 spread rapidly in the Middle East N
and Afric;. This rise of Islam would soon end Western Europe’s Midc
isolation. - s caray
In 1095 the Europeans Jaunched the first of nine expeditions, by st
known as the Crusades. Their purpose was to take back control pros
of Christian holy sites in the Middle East from the Muslims— char
followers of Islam. The Crusades also had an unplanned result. East
In the N_ﬁddle East, Europeans met Arab merchants, who sold The
them spices, sugar, silk, and other goods from China and India. <
European interest in Asia grew. i
> lThat interest grew even more after Italian explorer Marco ar:)i
Ago)retumled from China. In the late 1200s, Polo wrote about p-
1a s e 1 - R . A
whichpvj:spwidgr]eat riches, and splendid cities in his book, Travels
ely read in Europe. Two hundred i
Travels would inspire another Italj red years later, his sch
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The Mona Lisa, painted by Leonardo
da Vinci, is a masterpiece of the
Renaissance. From what we know,
the portrait features a woman from
Florence who was 24 years old when
da Vinci began the painting.

<O nv\'.\I\‘nH\t by ¢ lassical forms il

e also in

[he arts were s
Authors

\1(1~1~\1\|\1u\i.

!‘u' ]1.11 mony anc

-te about the individual’s place iy, i
AN TOL «

. ¢
new ideas Jassical s¢ ulpture and .nglmcqL
assica . :

universe | balance in Greek art,

[hey admired t

i ce
The Renaissan i
Jlectual and artistic cre ativity is k““\\'n«

} 5 inte il i
['his pet iod of U’ph-llllh"\ AHNS). 1T he word re Naissang
i “rebirth” h. It refers to the rebirth of imm\.
means rebir
in classical Greek anc

across Europe over t

in Frenc
{ Roman id .
he next two centuries, it Ch‘"‘ir
about themselves and the weg

[t also set the stage for an age of exploration and discovery

eas. As the Renaissance

spread
the way Europeans thought

The Rise of Powerful Nations
For centuries, Europe had been a patchwork of small states }
the 1400s, however, a new, larger type of state had de\‘elo;\ed
in Western Europe. Strong monarchs rose to power in Spaip
Portugal, England, and France. They began to establish nationa]
Jaws, courts, taxes, and armies to replace those of the local rulers
These ambitious monarchs sought ways to increase trade and mak
their countries even stronger and wealthier.

As early as the mid-1400s, powerful countries such as Portug
and Spain began to search for sea routes to Asia. They, too, \\'ankte;
to engage in foreign trade. This placed them in direct competition
with the Italian port cities that had become so powerful a century
earlier. As a result, a new era of exploration began.

READING PROGRESS CHECK
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Compass

Astrolabe Quadrant

Polo’s Travels when it appeared in printed form in 1477. This book
gave people descriptions of faraway places, such as areas that

are now Iragq, Siberia, Japan, India, Ethiopia, and Madagascar.
Whether the descriptions were entirely accurate is open to debate.
However, Polo’s Travels led European readers to realize that there
were many spectacular sights beyond their immediate world.

Better Maps and Instruments

Most early maps were not accurate. This was because they were
drawn based on the points of view of traders and travelers.
Little by little, cartographers, or mapmakers, improved their
accuracy. Using reports of explorers and information from Arab
and Chinese scholars and astronomers, mapmakers made more
accurate land and sea maps. These maps showed the directions
of ocean currents. They also showed lines of latitude, which
measured distances north and south of the Equator.

People also improved instruments for navigating the seas.
Sailors could find their latitude with an astrolabe (ASstruhelayb),
which measured the positions of stars. In the 1200s, Europeans
acquired the magnetic compass from China. The compass
allowed sailors to accurately determine their direction.

Better Ship Design

Advances in ship design allowed sailors to make long ocean
voyages. The stern rudder and triangular sail enabled ships

to sail into the wind. The Portuguese three-masted caravel
(KERsuhevehl) became the most famous ship of the European age
of exploration. Caravels could sail faster and carry more cargo and
supplies than earlier ships. These advances and competition for
foreign trade led countries such as Portugal and Spain to search
for sea routes to Asia. Portugal began its explorations along the

~ west coast of Africa, an area Europeans had never visited before.

4 READING PROGRESS CHECK
Identifvina Cause and Effect How did the caravel affect exploration in a

The compass helped sailors tell which
direction they were sailing. The
astrolabe and quadrant (QWAH -
druhnt) measured the angle of a star
to the horizon to help them find their
location on the sea.

@ DRAWING CONCLUSIONS
Explain how the compass,
astrolabe, and quadrant could
make a long ocean voyage
possible.

© CRITICAL THINKING
Making Connections What tool
might sailors use to find their
position at sea today?
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fell in 1492. This freed Spain’s monarchs to focus on other goals.
The Spanish observed the seafaring and trading successes of
neighboring Portugal with envy. They, too, wanted the riches of
Asian trade.

King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain agreed to
support Columbus’s expedition for two reasons. One reason was
that Columbus promised to bring Christianity to any lands he
found. This was important to Isabella because she was a devout
Catholic. Another reason was that if he succeeded in finding a
route to Asia, Spain would become wealthy from trade with that
region. Queen Isabella promised Columbus a share of any riches
gained from lands he discovered on his way to Asia.

Columbus’s First Voyage

On August 3, 1492, Columbus set sail from Palos, Spain. He had
two small ships, the Nisia and the Pinta, and a larger one, the
Santa Maria. Columbus was captain of the Santa Maria, his lead
ship, or flagship. The three ships carried about 90 sailors and a
six-month supply of food and water.

The small fleet stopped at the Canary Islands off the coast
of West Africa for repairs and supplies. Columbus then began
the difficult voyage westward across unknown and mysterious
stretches of the Atlantic Ocean.

After a few weeks at sea, the sailors grew nervous about the
distance they had traveled. Columbus refused to alter his course.
Instead, he encouraged the crew by describing the riches he
believed they would find. He urged them on, saying that “with
the help of our Lord” they would arrive in the Indies.

On October 12, 1492, at two o’clock in the morning, a
* lookout shouted, “Tierra! Tierra!” “Land! Land!” He had spotted
- asmall island in the chain now called the Bahamas. Columbus
~ went ashore, claimed the island for Spain, and named it “San
Salvador.” Although he did not know it, Columbus had reached
- the Americas.
~ Columbus believed he had arrived in the East Indies, the

islands off the coast of Asia. This is why today we call the
" Caribbean Islands “the West Indies.” It also explains why
Columbus called the local people “Indians.” He noted that the
 natives regarded the Europeans with wonder and often touched
the crew members to find out “if they were flesh and bones like

themselves.”
When Columbus returned to Spain, Queen Isabella and the
Spanish king, Ferdinand, received him with great honor. They
hade him Admiral of the Ocean Sea and agreed to provide funds

’  his future voyages.

BIOGRAPHY

Queen Isabella (1451-1504)

Queen Isabella was a Catholic of
strong faith. She insisted Columbus
treat Native Americans fairly and
ordered him to release several
enslaved Native Americans he brought
to Spain. Isabella hoped to convert the
Native Americans to Christianity. She
also wanted their labor. She ordered
that the Native Americans be forced
“to work on ..... buildings, to mine and
collectgold ... and toworkon...
farms and crop fields.”

Christopher Columbus
(1451-1506)

Columbus proved himself to be a great
navigator and sailor. He believed he
would discover great riches and new
lands. He also knew he could win rich
rewards for himself. Columbus wrote
in 1492:“Your Highnesses
commanded me.... [to] goto....
India, and for this accorded me great
rewards and ennobled me [raised me
to the rank of nobility]."

» CRITICAL THINKING
Comparing and Contrasting How
were the goals of Queen Isabella and
Columbus similar and different?
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IT MATTERS BECAUSE

The European competition for colonies in the Americas led to
settlement and exploration in many parts of North America.

Religious Rivalries

JESTION What were the religious motives behind the Age of Exploration?

GUIDIN

‘Illl?\’I(flli'plTL“’.‘,‘.i Age The Europeans who explored and settled in North America in the

ard expansion, reform 1500s sought wealth. They also wanted to spread their Christian

onalism, Civil Wi d . ~ . .

epmtaini faith. The first to arrive were Roman Catholics—the only
Christian church in the western part of Europe at that time. Not

ns for European - . =

Jonization of long after Columbus made his first voyage across the Atlantic,
however, religious conflict shook Europe. New rivalries based on

religious beliefs emerged.

Luther and the Reformation

In 1517 a German priest named Martin Luther nailed a list of

complaints on the door of a local Catholic church, questioning
| the power and authority of Catholic leaders—including the
pope, the head of the Catholic Church. Luther hoped to spark
reform within the Church, but Pope Leo X rejected his ideas.
Others agreed with Luther. His ideas helped launch a movement
called the Reformation (rehefuhreMAYeshuhn). The movement
led to a new form of Christianity called Protestantism
(PRAHstuhsetuhnstihszuhm). Among the differences between
Protestants and Catholics was that Protestants did not accept
the leadership of the pope. The Reformation led to widespread
conflict within and between the nations of Europe.
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Analyzing Primary Sources

In 1639 a French woman
named Marie Guyard, or Marie
of the Incarnation, arrived in
Quebec, France’s first colony.
Later, she wrote religious books
in the languages of the native
peoples she met there. Ina
letter, Guyard wrote:

PRIMARY SOURCE

“You will perhaps laugh that at
the age of fifty years 1 am
beginning to study a new tongue
[language], but one must
undertake all things for the

| service of God and the salvation
| of one’s neighbour.”
—from Word From New
France, by Marie Guyard

know about the person and

|
|
J From her letter, what do you
{ character of Marie Guyard?
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y in Europe
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his daughter Eliza

Protestant nation.
to insist that t

Religious Rivalr
In 1533 the English king,
Later, during the rule of
established England as a
common for kings and queens
their religion. Subjects who did
fortunes. In England, many peo
the Catholic Church, but they ha

England’s Protestantism cause
Beginning in 1585, King Philip of
England. A successful invasion cou
of Protestantism. In May 1588, Philip sent an
(ahreMAHeduh), or war fleet, of 132 ships to England. With
30,000 troops and more than 2,000 guns, the Spanish Armada
was the mightiest naval force in the world. Yet the smaller, faster
English ships quickly gained the upper hand.

The defeat of Spain’s armada marked the end of Spanish
control of the seas. Now the way was clear for the English to start
colonies in North America.

Religious Rivalries in the Americas
Catholics from Spain and France worked to spread their faith
among the Native Americans. The Spanish settled in the
southwestern and southeastern regions of North America
and the French settled in the northeast. Dutch and En, lisix
tP}fo;:estan}tls sez1 up colonies along the Atlantic coast betgween

e French and the Spanish settlements, Reljgj i
contributed to the rivalries between the.se ::gigrl;seiiiferences
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